CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
it to several to taste; who agreed that it had the taste of the spring water. Upon, a second trial this experiment did not succeed. I had not an opportunity of trying the nature of the air by means of chalk-water, and was prevented from prosecuting any farther inquiries into the nature of these celebrated waters by a sudden alarm, to which the frontiers were then continually exposed.
These waters have been falsely called sweet, for their taste is evidently acidulous. The experiments also shew that they contain an acid. Their taste resembles exactly that of waters artificially impregnated with fixed air, extricated from chalk, by means of the vitriolic acid, and I conceive must be nearly the same with the true Pyrmont water. They have little or no smell, do not form an incrustation, nor do they leave a deposit upon standing many hours. Upon bathing in the morning, the skin has a soapy kind of feel. This was not observed in the evening.
There is near this spring another, a very strong chalybeate.
In 1789, Dr. Robert M'Causlin communicated "An Account of an Earthy Substance found near the Falls of Niagara and vulgarly called the, Spray of the Falls,'* which contains the following record of experiments:
Experiment 1. I put. an opaque piece, weighing 14 grains, into the vitriolic, acid diluted with three times its quantity of water; and let it remain there twenty-four hours, shaking it now and then. Not the least effervescence ensued, and on taking out the piece it weighed near one grain more than when it wan put in, although care was taken to absorb the moisture which was upon its surface. This experiment wan repeated with a shining piece, and with exactly the same results.
Exp. 2nd. When put into vinegar it did not produce the
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